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THE RUINED PUEBLO IN NEW MEXICO DISCOVERED 
BY VARGAS IN 1692. 



J. WALTER FEWKES. 

On the return from his first entry into New Mexico in 1692, 
Vargas followed a new trail from Inscription Rock to Socorro, 
passing through a section of the Southwest, of which nothing was 
known by the Spaniards up to that time. It may be added that in 
the two centuries which have elapsed little has been added to our 
knowledge of the archaeology of this region, which in that respect 
practically remains to-day a terra incognita. 

Two mountain ranges are mentioned in the itinerary of the 
return trip of Vargas, viz. : the Ladrone and the Magdalena, which 
are still designated on modern maps of New Mexico by the same 
names. Why the name Ladrone, or Robber Mountains, was given 
to the former of these sierras is a question foreign to the purport 
of this article, but the application of the name Magdalena to the 
latter may have a bearing on considerations which follow. It is 
possible that this name was first applied to them on account of a 
natural configuration on the face of the cliffs resembling the head 
of a woman, and that Vargas, recognizing this resemblance, first 
applied to 'it the name Magdalena. This natural head on the 
mountain side can still be distinctly seen. 

In the itinerary of Vargas' return trip mention is made of a 
"ruined pueblo " in the Magdalena Mountains. The site of this 
ruin has not been definitely made out by archaeologists, and, save 
the brief mention of it in Vargas, nothing is known of its size, gen- 
eral characteristics, or the kinship of its former inhabitants. The 
object of this article is to shed light on this obscure subject. 

There is every reason to believe that in his route from El Morro, 
or Inscription Rock, to Socorro, Vargas passed near several ruined 
pueblos, but only one of these so impressed the narrator of the 
expedition that it was especially mentioned. The stone face in the 
mountain makes it an easy task to explain the name still used for 
these or neighbouring sierras, and to fix upon a limited area for in- 
vestigation into the probable site of this ruined pueblo. Believing 
that from available data it would be possible to identify this ruin, 
the author visited the town of Magdalena, New Mexico, in the 
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218 The Ruined Pueblo in New Mexico 

autumn of 1901, and made an examination of the neighbouring terri- 
tory with this thought in mind. 

If Vargas used the trail which passes northeast of the town 
Magdalena, and to the east of the Gallinas, he probably camped at 
a spring now called Ojo del Pueblo, about a mile from the present 
settlement Magdalena. Near this spring there is a ruin, which is 
designated on old maps Pueblo — a name which it has borne from 
remote times. Not far from this spring is an old tavern and corral, 
at which early travellers along the route remained overnight before 
Magdalena was built. All the historical evidences examined led 
the author to suspect that Pueblo is the Vargas ruin ; but before 
definitely stating his conclusion he will present the results of his 
personal examinations of other ruins in the neighbourhood. 

While exploring along the foothills of the Magdalena Mountains 
he encountered many traces of former habitations, but found no 
pueblo ruins of any considerable size. There is a fortified hilltop 
not far from the mining camp Kelly — a town much older than Mag- 
dalena; but the author found no ruins there, although some of the 
best maps put Pueblo near the older settlement. 

The author examined, all told, four ruins in the neighbourhood 
of Magdalena, and has no hesitation in concluding that the Vargas 
pueblo was not in the mountains but in the foothills of the same. 
He likewise continued his studies into the Gallinas, fifteen miles 
north and west, where there are many ruins, only a few of which, 
but enough to determine the type, were examined. 

In order to obtain an idea of the general character' of ruins in 
the neighbourhood known to have been inhabited by the Piros 
stock, a few excursions were made in their ancient ranges about 
Socorro, New Mexico. One of the best of the old Piros ruins near 
this town is situated about four miles north, on a hill overlooking 
the right bank of the Rio Grande. It is a very small ruin, present- 
ing little of interest aside from a circular depression identified as a 
kiva. The position of the former house walls is obscurely indicated 
by rows of stones; but the mounds of debris are low, with only a 
few fragments of pottery on their surface. Other Piros ruins, as 
those at the Socorro Hot Springs, and those three or four miles 
down the river, are poorly preserved, presenting little above 
ground to study. 

As all the ruins near the Magdalena Mountains save one failed 
to satisfy the conditions of Vargas' "Itinerary," and as that locally 
called Pueblo presents the strongest facts in its favour, a considera- 
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tion of its general character may well occupy our attention before 
passing to the others. 

Pueblo is situated on a slight elevation to the right of the arroyo, 
not far from Ojo del Pueblo, about a mile and a half from Magda- 
lena. Its present condition shows that it was formerly a place of 
many inhabitants and covered an area about 300 feet square. Its 
general shape is rectangular, formed of a number of rectangular 
house clusters enclosing a plaza in which are two circular depres- 
sions, which may be identified as kivas. The component dwell- 
ing-house clusters are six in number, large and small, with walls 
formerly built of stone but now worn down or fallen, forming 
mounds, over which the tops of former walls are traced with some 
difficulty. None of the old walls now rise above the surface to any 
considerable height. 

The indications are that each of these component houses was 
composed of many rooms, arranged in parallel rows ; but no data 
were gathered to prove whether or not the buildings were higher 
than a single story. The highest rooms overlooked the arroyo and 
the lowest were situated on the north side. Two circular depres- 
sions in the plaza or space enclosed by the component houses mark 
the positions of the kivas, which were apparently semi-subterranean. 
The larger measured about 20 paces in diameter, and was situated 
wholly within the plaza, while the smaller, about 12 paces in dia- 
meter, almost fills an interval between the foundations of two house 
clusters, leaving narrow passageways on each side. 

A section of the wall of the larger kiva has been exposed, and 
shows well-laid masonry set in adobe plaster. The configuration 
and altitude of the wall indicate that part of the kiva was above 
ground. The dumps or ash-heaps of the pueblo were apparently 
just outside the village on the north side. By scratching in this 
deposit many fragments of pottery, some of which were red, others 
black and white, or black and glazed, were found. A small frag- 
ment of yellow ware, which reminded the author of the type com- 
mon in Tusayan, was found not far below the surface of the ground. 
This specimen was painted and decorated with incised figures. 

While Pueblo is the largest ruin near the settlement Magdalena, 
it is not the only one in this vicinity. There are at least three 
others to be considered, one of which is above the same trail as 
Pueblo, a mile and a half beyond it, or about three miles from 
Magdalena. 

This ruin is situated on the summit of a low hill covered with 
pifion trees, and is small, composed of a few houses and destitute 
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of a kiva. It bears all appearance of having been a place of refuge 
rather than one of permanent habitation. 

Two other ruins, situated respectively four and five miles north 
of Magdalena, were examined by the author. Neither of these is 
on the trail from Socorro to Inscription Rock ; nor do they answer 
the conditions which would lead to the belief that either was the 
Vargas ruin, although the size of one is as large as that of Pueblo. 

This ruin is situated five miles north of Magdalena, and is 
approached by the road which passes the cemetery of this town. 
While in general it resembles Pueblo, its form and arrangement of 
house clusters are somewhat different. The rooms are found in a 
dilapidated condition on three sides of a rectangular court or plaza, 
the east side. being vacant, the surface of the ground sloping from 
the court on that side to a broad plain extending to the distant 
mountains. High hills surround the ruin on the remaining sides, 
but its site is not elevated from the adjacent level. 

This ruin has a marked similarity to Pueblo and those north and 
west of Socorro. There is a single circular kiva near the west end 
of the plaza, and several extramural circular depressions, which 
perhaps mark sites of kivas or reservoirs, On the west side. The 
arrangement of these rooms, no less than that of the walls of the 
ruin itself, recalls ancient habitations on the Tularosa, in Western 
New Mexico. One marked difference, however, is the absence in 
the Tularosa ruins, as described by Mr. U. Francis Duff*, of kivas 
in the central court or plaza, although in both localities these rooms 
have circular forms. 

Circular kivas are confined to definite areas in the Southwestern 
ruins. These are, as a rule, confined to the zone from the cliff- 
houses of the Mesa Verde, in Southwestern Colorado, to the central 
and southern parts of New Mexico, while the kivas of Arizona ruins 
are almost without exception rectangular. There are, of course, 
many kivas, ancient and modern, in New Mexico which are rect- 
angular, and a few in eastern Arizona which are circular, but the 
generalization is true notwithstanding these variations. The circu- 
lar rooms in the ruins near Socorro, Magdalena, and the Tularosa 
are the most southern examples of this form yet recorded in New 
Mexico. Whatever may be the explanation of the circular form of 
kivas, the cause must be considered in the light of the distribution 
of the form and its limitation. 

The character of the pottery from, the ruins about Magdalena 

* Bull. Amer. Geog. Soc, Vol. XXIX, No. 3. 
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resembles that of the Tularosa; but the number of objects is much 
less, not a single whole specimen from the former being known to 
collectors. 

There is a small ruin near the road to the larger above men- 
tioned, about four miles north of Magdalena. This ruin is a small 
one, situated in a grove of dwarf pines and cedars growing in sand 
hills. Its form is rectangular, and the walls are of stone, but no 
kivas were seen. The pueblo was evidently a temporary habita- 
tion, and the spring formerly used was either buried or gave out, 
for the nearest water is now at a considerable distance from the 
building. 

The large ruins in the Gallinas, north and northwest of Magda- 
lena, although not far in a direct line from the trail Vargas may 
have taken, do not appear to have attracted his attention, and were 
probably not inhabited at the close of the 17th century. Their 
present size indicates a considerable population in ancient times, 
and their numbers point in the same direction. 

The largest of the Gallinas ruins is one of the most extensive the 
author has seen in the Southwest, consisting of two large sections 
separated by an arroyo. The ruin lies not far from the Gallinas 
Spring, where there is a ranch and corral, and a continual supply of 
potable water. 

From the distribution of the mounds it appears that the general 
shape of this pueblo was rectangular and pyramidal, destitute, how- 
ever, of a central court. The section on the right bank of the 
arroyo is larger than the other, and its walls are more broken. 
While it is difficult to make out definitely the real outlines of this 
section, the indications are that just above the bank of the arroyo 
there was a level space, which, no doubt, once served as a dance 
place, and near it, farther removed from the arroyo, a confused 
mass of mounds indicates the sites of the former houses closely 
united together. At one point a deep trench has been dug into 
one of these mounds, revealing house walls and a paved floor over 
fifteen feet below the surface. No circular depression indicating a 
kiva was noticed, and the mounds were examined with this especial 
feature characteristic of Magdalena ruins in mind. 

The mounds of the same ruin on the left bank of the arroyo take 
the form of two parallel rows of rooms overlooking the dry water- 
course. There are evidences that in some places the walls of these 
rooms were two or more stories high. Here also kivas were missing. 

There is a stone ruin of considerable size near the ranch at 
Council Rock, in the Gallinas, about 12 miles from Magdalena. It 
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is a confused mass of fallen walls, indicating a pueblo of consider- 
able size, but no walls now stand above the surface of the mounds. 
The fine trees in this and other parts of the Gallinas make attrac- 
tive camping-places, adding much to the beauty of the scenery. 

Almost everywhere one turns in this region there are ruins, large 
and small. A few miles from the Gallinas Spring, down the wash 
from it on the left bank of the arroyo, there is a small rectangular 
ruin called by the cowboys the Juan Ranch ruin. It is a rectangular 
ruin, with central plaza containing remains of houses, but no cir- 
cular kivas. The walls of the houses can be traced without diffi- 
culty, and the dwellings were apparently one story high. No ash 
heaps or piles of debris were noticed about the fallen walls, and the 
indications imply that this pueblo was inhabited only a few vears. 

The examination of the ruins visited in the search for Vargas' 
pueblo, in the Magdalena Mountains, revealed many localities which 
would well repay systematic excavations and extended study. An 
accurate investigation of these ruins would undoubtedly shed a flood 
of light on our knowledge of ancient pueblo life in Central and 
Southern New Mexico. 

The result of the author's search for Vargas' ruined pueblo, in 
the Magdalena Mountains, indicates that it is the ruin now called 
Pueblo, not far from the modern settlement Magdalena. He be- 
lieves that the ground plan of this ruin and other surface indications, 
especially the circular depressions called kivas, imply that it was 
inhabited by the same stock of Indians, or closely-allied people to 
the Piros, who once lived in the neighbourhood of Socorro. The 
data gathered concerning the ruins in the Gallinas are not complete 
■enough to answer the questions of the kinship of their inhabitants, 
but, so far as they go, would imply a relationship to the group of 
pueblos called Tiwa. The modern survivors of this stock still live 
in Sandia and Isleta, New Mexico, and are also represented in the 
town Ysleta, in Texas, not far from El Paso. The Piros Indians 
have long ago disappeared from their old range near Socorro, but a 
few families still remain in a hamlet in Chihuahua, near the city 
Juarez, on the right bank of the Rio Grande. 



